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I especially find it hard to write
reviews when the book is just
extraordinary and I want to convey
how much I like it…… I always
struggle to do so. I hope I have
relayed this with this fabulous book.
Joni-Pip lived a pampered life with
her family in Bath, England until the
bombings of World War II forced
them to escape to Knotty Knook, their cottage in Windy Woods on the outskirts of
Sherwood Forest. On their journey there, Joni-Pip meets three young strangers
who suddenly appear, briefly speak to her, and then disappear. Unaware they will
play an important part in her life, Joni-Pip soon forgets about them. At Knotty
Knook, Joni-Pip and her teddy bear Ethelred-Ted (who is much, much more than an
ordinary teddy bear), play in the woods and visit her grandfather at his nearby
cottage. But magical things happen in Sherwood Forest, and through what appears
to be a tragic event, Joni-Pip begins a magical journey through time.
It’s hard to attribute any one genre to this wonderful book. It offers readers
everything they could ask for: time-travel, action and adventure, suspense,
mystery, science fiction, and bits of history. Carrie King’s poetic, imaginative prose
delivers a delightful book for all readers, no matter the age. Her creative
imagination, the gorgeous illustrations, and magical story are enthralling. Filled
with enchanting characters (animals and human alike), humor, and a heart
warming tale involving friendship, family, and a quest for a better future, this first
book in the Circles trilogy is sure to garner many fans. Readers (including this
reviewer) will be anxious to read the next two books in the series.
Certainly, the literary field needs more writers like the talented Carrie King who
takes her readers on a fascinating journey as she opens their minds to the
extraordinary while delivering a very important message. Here’s hoping this
fantastic book finds its place in libraries, classrooms, and children’s homes across
the world.
Christy Tillery French
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