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Dear OD,   
When I write my note to you 
at this time of the year, my 
thoughts are with the Annual 
Lunch.  
 But I’m thinking about it even 
more this year with the 
realisation that this could be 
the last one to be held at the 
school (more about the future 
of the building in this 
Newsletter). 
 Last year – when we thought 
it was going to be our last 
lunch at the school – I asked 
the question of our members 
as to whether they would still 
want the lunch to continue, 
albeit at another venue. The 
response was an

overwhelming “yes” so the 
Committee will be proceeding 
accordingly. 
 I was very proud to be with 11 
other ODs (and some wives) in 
April at St George’s Memorial 
Church in Ypres for the 
dedication of our plaque in 
memory of ODs who died in 
the First World War. It was a 
most moving service. 
 The trip was enjoyed by all 
those present and the 
question has been asked as to 
whether this could become an 
annual event.  Future visits 
could include a visit to the 
Church, the Menin Gate and  
some of the cemeteries to see 
where the ODs are buried.  
And, most importantly, let us 

enjoy good food, wine and 
fellowship! If you would be 
interested in such a trip, 
please send an email to Robin 
Marriott, our Vice-Chairman, 
on dsoba-ypres@outlook.com 
and we will see if there is 
sufficient interest. 
 Robin did such a great job on 
the research regarding Old 
Dunstablians who died in the 
First World War that it has 
now been suggested he does 
the same thing for the Second 
World War!  
 That’s all from me other than 
to say I look forward to seeing 
as many of you as possible at 
the lunch on September 26.  

John Bryant

 
David Cawdell, the guest 
speaker at this year’s lunch on 
September 26, admits that he 
wasn't the brightest button in 
the box at School!  

He used to sit in assembly from 
1948 to 1952, looking at the 
gold-lettered names on the 
walls and saying to himself: 
“Cawdell, your name will never 
be up there.”  

 But after leaving DGS, his love 
of music diverted him from a 

GPO apprenticeship in an 
unusual way. An anonymous 
letter recommended his 
euphonium playing to Wilfred 
Pickles’ TV talent show, which 
led to an invitation to join the 
Band of the Irish Guards.  

 Trooping the Colour, the 
Edinburgh Tattoo and world 
tours followed.  

After leaving the Army, David 
(pictured presenting one of his 
books to the “Micks” and, inset, 

playing a solo for radio in his 
younger days) returned to the 
GPO, installing phones. But he 
was promoted several times 
and became BT’s National 
Public Relations Manager. 

 Nowadays he writes books and 
gives about 40 talks a year. He 
has been musical director for 
several operatic societies in 
Essex and Suffolk. 

 (A lunch ticket form, with 
menu, is inside this Newsletter.) 
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Haydn seek with musical memories 
Fred Bancroft wrote in his A Short History of Dunstable School “the 
School choir, apart from performing annually at the Priory Church on 
Founders Day and for the Carol Service, now contributes regular 
concerts and provides musical entertainment on Speech Day”. 
 But, Denis O’Donoghue writes, he makes no mention of this LP, which 
turned up in a friend’s record shop recently. As can be seen by the 
label, there is no date or information, and the album came in a plain, 
cardboard sleeve, again with no information. No Committee member 
knows anything about it either. 
 So, who does? Or better still, did any members perform on it, either in 
the choir or orchestra – in fact, does anyone remember an orchestra? 
My contact details are on the back page if you can shed some light on 
this little mystery. 

Numbers out in force for rugby lunch 
A superb turnout of Old Boys and Dunstablians Rugby Club members 
made the annual combined rugby lunch at Bidwell Park, Houghton 
Regis, in March, one to remember.  
 A total of 56 sat down, with 22 coming from the ranks of the Old Boys 
and most of the balance being former players. Grahame Bennett, who 
wears three hats as a DSOBA Committee member, and Membership 
Secretary and Past President of the Rugby Club, sponsored the beer. 
 The meal was topped off by wine sponsored by Graham Bourne,  Club 
Chairman. Alan McMurray spoke on behalf of the DSOBA and toasted 
the Rugby Club, and then those attending were able to take in three 
back-to-back matches. The highlight was the 1

st
 XV’s 36-25 win over 

Olney, after being 15-0 down. Olney regained the lead at 25-17, only 
for Dees to push on to victory win.  Next year’s lunch is on March 19 v 
Rugby St Andrews. A lunch ticket form will be in the next Newsletter. 

Turning back time to the 60s 
For those who moved away many years ago and haven’t been back in 
a long time, these films from the British Film Institute and East 
Anglian Film Archive will bring back happy memories. However, 
some traffic problems still remain . . . 
http://player.bfi.org.uk/film/watch-dunstable-looks-towards-2000-

1965/ and http://www.eafa.org.uk/catalogue/205999 

Don’s legacy: 

memorabilia 

of the school 

he loved 
The passing of Don Blake, our 
oldest Member, aged 96, in 
November, has given the 
Archive a significant boost, 
with a host of magazines and 
artefacts being donated by his 
daughter-in-law, Mrs Sue 
Smith. 
 Mrs Smith said: “Don will be 
very greatly missed by me and 
my sons, but his memory will 
live on through us and through 
others whose lives he touched 
in very special ways. 
 “Don certainly had many very 
fond memories of his time at 
Dunstable School. He always 
spoke very proudly of his years 
there and of his academic and 
sporting achievements. I know 
that friendships made at 
School endured over many 
years and were a significant 
part of his life. 
 “His continued involvement 
with the School through the 
Old Boys’ Association was very 
important to him and I 
remember well how much he 
enjoyed attending the annual 
lunches.” 
 Mrs Smith found the original 
copy of the speech he made as 
Head Prefect to the Old Boys 
in 1934-35. In it, Don said: “It 
is my duty and privilege as 
Head Prefect to give you some 
account of the achievements 
of the teams of the School 
during the past year. 
 “My task is made easier by 
the fact that the Old Boys are 
always most interested in the 
progress and successes of 
School games.” 
 He added: “I should like  to 
congratulate those Old Boys 
who have brought honours to 
us in the games world”, before 
concluding: “We only hope 
that our present generation 
will supply . . . some additions 
to these names. You can trust 
us to do all we can not to let 
you down.”  
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The Old Boys at St George's. Back (left to right): Steve Darts, Clive Holmes, Father Brian Llewellyn 
(Chaplain), Denis O'Donoghue. Middle (left to right): John Marks, Des Woolhead, Alan McMurray, 
Tony Morris, David Darts. Front (left to right): Robin Marriott, Trevor Turvey, John Bryant, Chris 
Jell. For many Members, this will be their first sighting of the Association’s new blazers 

The Fallen are remembered for ever in Belgium
Twelve Association Members 
and eight wives paid their 
respects to the Old Boys who 
died in the battles at Ypres 
during the First World War. 
 The party travelled to the 
Belgian town in April to take 
part in a service of dedication 
at St George’s Memorial 
Church, which was built as an 
Anglican Pilgrimage Church, 
within the Church of England, 
for the thousands who visit 
the Ypres Salient Battlefields. 
 Father Brian Llewellyn, the 
Chaplain, led a simple, moving 
dedication to the Fallen. They 
are now remembered by a 
brass plaque – the last that the 
Church can accommodate – 

set in a window recess 
diagonally opposite the door. 
 Fittingly, because of the 
amount of research that he 
carried out into the lives and 
deaths of the Fallen, Robin 
Marriott, our Vice-Chairman, 
read out their names and a 
silence was marked in their 
memory. 
 During their stay, the party 
visited the Menin Gate 
Memorial to the Missing, for 
the Last Post ceremony. The 
Memorial is dedicated to the 
British and Commonwealth 
soldiers who were killed in the 
Ypres Salient and whose 
graves are unknown. Nearly 
55,000 names are inscribed. 

There were also visits to the In 
Flanders Fields and Sanctuary 
Wood Museums, and Tyne 
Cote Cemetery at 
Passchendaele, where 12,000 
soldiers are buried; 70 per 
cent of them are unknown. 
 As John Bryant said in his 
front-page note, the visit was 
such a success that we hope to 
return in future years to this 
wonderful town, parts of 
which look medieval but that 
are not even 100 years old 
because of the rebuilding 
required after the war. 
  Anybody who is interested in 
taking part in future visits is 
invited to contact Robin via 
dsoba-ypres@outlook.com. 

  

Fifteen of the best 

from 1956 – maybe! 
Andrew Glen (1952-1959) 
sent this photo of the 1

st
 XV 

from Ottawa. He said: “It’s 
dated 1956, but I wonder if it 
really is a year or two later.” 
 Back: (L to R):  Dack, Pete 
Baldock, Les Moore. 2

nd:
  Ken 

Davis (Master), Barron, Jock 
Garriock, Bas Dixon, Rob 
Bowdige, Steve Harris. 3

rd
:  

Bill Blazey, Colin White, Pete 
MacArthur, Pete Dakin, Dai 
Morgan. Front: Andrew Glen, 
Jeff Bryson 
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Golfers suffer last-gasp loss against Old Enemy
After quite a cold and windy winter for golfers, the 
Old Boys clearly hadn’t shaken off the shackles 
sufficiently for the April start to the new season 
(Alan Grigg writes). 
 Fourteen of us (a very good squad) set off for 
South Beds in April to take up the annual challenge 
against the Old Enemy. 
 After last year’s heavy defeat at Dunstable Downs, 
every team member was keen to achieve a 
reversal. We failed: Old Lutonians did it again, 
although not quite so heavily this year, by 4 points 
to 3. In the final game, on the last hole, one last-
gasp putt by the Captain could have brought some 
solace with a halved game, and a halved match, 
but he missed and once again the Old Dunstablians 
came away with the losers’ helmet. 
 The series of GODs events started in May, with 
the first event at Chalgrave, followed by a match at 
Redbourn. Jim Dimmock has stoically taken over 
the organisational reins, but despite his best 
efforts we are still only rewarded with a turnout of 
(the usual) ten or a dozen players. Pretty poor 
really, and we can only keep imploring more of 
you to get off your a***s and come and join us. 
 The third event takes place before you read this, 
at Abbey Hill, Milton Keynes on July 14, and the

  

Captain Alan Grigg dons the losers’ helmet 

final event (this year combined with the Autumn 
Invitation) will be at Three Locks on Monday, 
September 14, plus the presentation of the GODs 
trophy.          
 As an experiment, we are arranging a more casual 
event at my home course, Dunstable Downs, a 
very friendly venue, on Thursday, August 6. 
Just let Jim know that you wish to play at 
jimdimmock@sky.com and gather at about 9.30-
9.45am, with a first tee-off time of about 10.30. 
Get signed in by a member, no reserved tees, a 
good round of golf and a convivial lunch. This is a 
non-qualifying event, so it will all be quite relaxed.

A BAFTA? There’s a grand design 
Old Boy Kevin McCloud was honoured with a BAFTA award in May for 
Grand Designs, his long-running television programme. 
 Kevin, who has presented the series on Channel 4 since it first aired in 
1999, was at School from 1970 to 1977 and lived in Toddington for 
many years. 
 After receiving the award, for Best Features Programme, in front of an 
audience of his programme-making peers and millions of television 
viewers, Kevin said: “When we first made the show, I did wonder if we 
would have enough material for a second series and here we are 15 
years on . . . there is a fantastic diversity of buildings.” 
 One building that is particularly interesting him at the moment is our 
School, and he has already been in touch with the Ashton Schools 
Foundation and asked to be kept informed of plans for the site. 

Keeping in touch . . . 
For NEWSLETTER ITEMS ONLY, please contact the editor, Denis 
O’Donoghue at den.odonoghue@gmail.com; 59 Kirkstone Drive, 
Dunstable, Beds LU6 3PS (01582 605751). For MEMBERSHIP ITEMS, or 
if you would prefer to receive your Newsletter via email, please 
contact Barry Brown at billdoor@btopenworld.com.   
 The more Members who take their Newsletters this way, the more 
we can reduce costs.  
 We have topped the 500 mark for members, but we’re not resting on 
our laurels.  
 If you know any Old Boys who aren’t members, please encourage 
them to join! They can register via our own website, 
www.dsoba.co.uk.  
 If you just fancy visiting the site, you’ll find photos, news and a 
guestbook.  
 For ALL OTHER DSOBA CORRESPONDENCE, please contact the 
Secretary, Martin Clarke, at Maylords Farm, Common Road, 
Kensworth, Dunstable, Beds LU6 2PN,  martinphilip.clarke@virgin.net.  

From the 

Treasurer 
Financially the Association 
continues to keep its head well 
above water (John Marks 
writes).  
 This is due to the generosity of 
our members whose donations 
continue to keep coming in.  
Further donations will always be 
appreciated. 
 I try to keep our expenditure 
down, but postage is a 
significant expense. If members, 
particularly those overseas, who 
currently receive their 
Newsletter by post would 
consider receiving it by email, 
this would be appreciated.   
 If you wish to change please let 
me know "by email" at 
marks.wview@btinternet.com. 
 

Fingers crossed for bowls 

Our annual bowls match against 
Dunstable BC  takes place on 
August 15, at 2.30pm, at the 
club in Hawthorn Close. Bowls 
co-ordinator Chris Jell hopes to 
have a stronger squad for this 
year’s challenge, with 14 lined 
up at the last count.  
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